[Endogenous metabolites as modulators of the transport of drugs by serum albumin].
The ability of serum albumin to bind reversibly on its surface drugs and to transport them in the process of distribution and elimination has been well established. Some endogenous metabolites, particularly unesterified fatty acids, bile acids, L-tryptophan and bilirubin which are formed both under physiological conditions and in pathological states of the organism, e.g., in uremia can displace drugs from their areas of binding on albumin molecule. The detection of endogenous metabolites and the study of the mechanism through which they displace drugs from the specific areas on plasma proteins is the urgent task of pharmacology.